
 

   

We Are Family: Family Values 
ROMANS 12:14-21 
9/26/2021 

 

LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Romans 12:14-21. 

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 
and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 

use it when applicable. NOTE: This lesson has a different format. 

• Meditate on the verses from Romans 12:14-21 that have the values you selected. Use this 
activity to give you deeper and more insightful answers to the Refection questions.  

LEAD 

• Plan how you will use the Introduction and Reflection questions. TIP After the passage is read, 

ask a volunteer to share their insights for a value they selected. Allow time for the group to 
respond as appropriate. Repeat until all the values are covered. 

• Encourage your group to disciple each other as they share their insights. Use the small group 
guidelines to remind the group where discipleship ends and “rescuing” begins. Remain 

prayerful throughout so you know when to step in or when to let something continue for the 
good of a group member or the entire group. 

• Connect the application, themes, or insights from the previous week’s lessons on Romans 12:1-
8;9-13 to this week’s lesson. 

• Close with the Application as reinforcement of the lesson. 

LOVE  
• Connect with your spiritual mentor this week. Share the challenges you face in upholding the 

family values. Seek guidance and prayer. 

• Ask God for an opportunity to share the gospel this week.  

• Pray for your group to disciple one another throughout the week to uphold the values of 
Jesus’ family. 

https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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We Are Family: Family Values 
ROMANS 12:14-21 
9/26/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
We are family, and God calls us to live by the values of the family of faith. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

What are some of your personal values?  

Societies, cultures, institutions, companies, organizations, social groups, families, and individuals all 
have values. Because many of these values are rooted in the things of the world, they change with 
the times. 

As we learned from the earlier lessons in this series, our supreme and sovereign Father has His 

own standards. His standard for genuine love is the foundation for the values we will explore this 
week. God’s values do not change. They apply to everyone who is a member of Christ’s family, 
and the Holy Spirit works in us so we can live by these values every day. 

REFLECTION 
Reflect on the biblical text to discover how the passage applies to you.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 12:14-21 

Select three values. Answer all the questions for each value you selected. 

Values 

• Bless those who persecute you (12:14)  

• Rejoice with those who rejoice (12:15a)  

• Weep with those who weep (12:15b)  

• Be humble (12:16)  

• Don’t seek vengeance (12:17-20)  

• Don’t be overcome with evil (12:21a)  

• Overcome evil with good (12:21b)  

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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Questions 

• What is the relationship between genuine love and this value? 

• How did Jesus exemplify this value in His earthly ministry? What can you learn from this? 

• Are you currently demonstrating this value? If so, how? If not, why not? 

• What temptations or challenges do you face where upholding this value is concerned?  

• What help do you need? Who can give you this this help? How are you going to get this help? 

 

APPLICATION 

• Accountability: Disciple one another to uphold the values of Christ’s family. 

• Transparency: Examine ourselves to make sure our motives are pure when we live out our 

family values. 

• Responsibility: Use what we learned in this lesson to point people to Christ and glorify God. 

PRAYER 
Pray for God to help us uphold the values He set for Jesus’ family. Ask God for forgiveness for 

the times we fell into temptation and did not represent Him in a way that brings Him glory. Ask 
God for His help to make us humble so we submit to His will, live lives that are pleasing to Him, 
and share the gospel with others. 
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COMMENTARY 
ROMANS 12:14-21 

12:14. Now comes the hard evidence that believers in the church were being persecuted, and 
with it the need for evidence that these believers were responding as living sacrifices. Paul 

paraphrases Jesus’ words to “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,” and 
“bless those who curse you” (Matt. 5:44; Luke 6:27-28). Jesus Himself was the chief example of 
blessing the enemy when He prayed for those who were torturing and crucifying Him: “Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). 

12:15. Identifying with others in their joys and sorrows is evidence of love flowing from one who 
is a living sacrifice. These are admonitions that Paul had made in his lengthy writing on body 
dynamics in 1 Corinthians 12 (cf. v. 26). He also touches the subject in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 and 

Galatians 6:2. 

12:16. This verse provides evidence of possible internal conflicts within the church in Rome—class 
and racial distinctions that caused some to look down on others in contempt. There were no doubt 
slaves in the church, as well as people of means (cf. Paul’s personal greetings to members of the 

church in Rom. 16). Also, there was the possibility that Jews in the church were maintaining a 
position of superiority over the Gentile believers (see Rom. 2:17-24). Paul’s teaching in places 
such as 1 Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 3:28; and Ephesians 2:15-16 confirm the principles 
underlying all of Romans 12: all have been leveled by sin, and any who have been redeemed 

have been so by God’s mercy. Therefore, anyone who would look upon another believer with 
contempt or conceit because of status or position in life has not grasped the enormous 
implications of having been redeemed solely by grace. 

12:17-21. Finally, Paul concludes the chapter with the most lengthy, and perhaps the most 

difficult to manifest, evidence of being a living sacrifice: loving when wronged. The clear 
command is, Do not repay anyone evil for evil— whether a fellow believer or an unbeliever 
outside the church. There are at least two reasons for not taking revenge into one’s own hand. 

First, it puts an individual, a part of the creation, in the place of judge over another part of 
creation. God has made it abundantly clear in Scripture, as Paul attests with his quote of 
Deuteronomy 32:35, that it is his prerogative and responsibility to avenge sin— and that he will 
do it: “For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good 

or evil” (Eccl. 12:14, NASB). 

The second reason not to seek revenge is that it could bring disrepute and harm to the cause of 
the gospel. When Paul told Timothy to lead the church in Ephesus in prayers for “kings and all 
those in authority,” it was so that those same subjects of prayer would not bring trouble to the 

church; so that believers could live “peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness” (1 Tim. 
2:2). Since “God. . . wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 
2:3-4), any disruption of a quiet and peaceful society would hinder the spread of the gospel. 

To that same end, Paul tells the Roman believers, If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live 

at peace with everyone. That would include peace with believers and nonbelievers, those in the 
church and outside the church. Since it takes two to fight, if the believers do not seek revenge, 
there will be no long-lasting disruption of peace. Doing what is right in the eyes of everybody 

includes not only “the eyes of the Lord but also. . . the eyes of men” (2 Cor. 8:21; cf. also 1 Thess. 
5:15). 
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What should they do when persecuted? In essence, the same thing that Paul has already said in 
verse 14: “Be a blessing.” The lengthy quotation from Proverbs 25:21-22 may represent an 

Egyptian ritual in which hot coals carried in a basin on the head would cause the guilty to repent. 
If that is the basis of the Proverbs quote, then the application would be that love—food and 
drink—will bring about shame and thus repentance in the enemy. But the admonition can be 
carried out simply as a gesture of kindness, as Elisha requested in the case of the Aramean army 

which, though trapped and primed for destruction, was given a feast and then sent home (2 Kgs. 
6:21-23; cf. 2 Chr. 28:15). Even the law code in Israel commanded that an Israelite return to an 
enemy an ox or donkey that had wandered off, or give assistance to an enemy’s beast of 
burden (Exod. 23:4-5). 

The point of this last section is to do toward others what God has done toward us: forgive as we 
have been forgiven (Eph. 4:32). God loved us when we were enemies (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:21). 
Though Israel is an enemy of the gospel still (Rom. 11:28), God loves her. And we are to love 
those who are our enemies. We are not to be overcome by evil but to overcome evil with good. 

 


